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the Corinthian church, men who self. The Pharisee regarded 


Tin' Laborer'* Reward. 
In the time of the A poetic 
Puul, uritrite arose iu the Corin- 
thian church between the mem- 
bers who possibly cleitued to 
have li.-ni couverted under him, 
and thoae who wera converted 
under ll.ti eldership or miuistra- 
tiou of Apollos. lie corrects 
tliem tor allowing jealousies to 
■ arise nver a question ot leadership, 
and belittles the ministerial work 
and gives all the glory to God. 
Paul Hilts ot himself that he 
planted and that his successor, 
Apollos, watered,, hut neither 
would huff sny fruitful" results 
unless God gave an increase, lie 
placet) i!«0 the revivalist and the 
elder i; [>ii ii an equality, saying that 
"he who plunicth and he who 
wiiteri-th itrjs one: mid every man 
film!' receive his own reward ac 
cording to hie labors." 

Ki'Uiirds are everywhere held 
foi t M » recomponie for labor, in 
the j;<ts|<el t and this view is iu 
harmony with the teachings of 
nature mid every law ot justice. 
The Lord does promise rewards 
for viil liable labor, and it is com- 
forting to know that this ia 
Scripture. 

The theory that the person 
who corues into the church in 
early lite and lives au exemplary 
and twlf-aaorifidng career until 
he becomes old and dies, will re- 
ceive no more than will the one 
who repents au hour before he 
dies is too weak and contempti- 
ble to be godly. God will fulfill 
his premises, and his promises 
are that the faithful servant shall 
he rewarded for his labor. 

The Apostle Puul, addressing 
himself to the Corinthian breth- 
ren, fays that as a wise master 
builder he laid that particular 
fou nd utioii, which is Jesus Christ, 
and lie-coin pares the building of 
the Church upon any foundation 
— any place where Christ is 
preached or laid — to the building 
of a house. Iu this special caBe, 
Paul planted the church, or laid 
the foundation iu other words, 
anil A (.polios watered, or con- 
tinued to serve the church. 
Now he warns everybody about 
how they build upon this found- 
ation — he means upon Jesus 
Christ. If auy man build wood, 
hey and stubbie, he will suffer 
loss when the work is tried bj 
the tire. If the preacher brings 
into the church men who are not 
converted, by over persuasion, or 
in u u iy that the gospel does not 
warrant, ho will suffer toss — his 
work will amount to nothing in 
the sight of God, and he will re- 
ceive no reward. So the apostle 
Paul, as much as said to Appol- 
lo8, that if he would ..bring into 


were not truly believersin Christ 
and his gospel, and put them up 
as parts of tbe building in Christ, 
the firey trials and persecutions 
would consume them: tlisy 
would be in the spiritual house 
what would hay and stubble 
would be in a natural house in a 
fire. 

Had that division and strife 
that existed in the Corinthian 
church destroyed it, then both 
Paul and Apollos would receive 
no reward for the work which 
they had done, because it was 
only built up of faulty material 
and was burned up wholly, and 
ao their time and labor were al- 
together worthless in results. 

In as much, then, as the re- 
ward depends upon the quality 
of the werk done, it is important 
that tbe preacher obey the 
apostle : "Take heed how you 
build thereupon." lie ought to 
have evidence ot fruits answer- 
able to amendment ot life, before 
he ii. nkcs his applicant a atone 
iu the Lord's temple, it he wishes 
to receive a reward for his la- 
bors; for unless his work abides 
thereupon, he shall receive no 
reward. 

The apostle draws a scene of a 
preacher commencing a good 
work and buildiug upon the 
foundation — Christ. We will 
continue this scene, lie labors 
until he has a large church, but 
the material is not of the best 
kind. The members have not 
the love of God iu their hearts 
aB they should have. There is 
jealousies nursed among them, 
hatred and ill will arises, and 
iuBtead of forgivuess there is con- 
demnation, and these sutauic 
characteristics continue to in- 
crease until the church falls to 
pieces and dies. Then there ia 
the poor preacher who was all 
the time trying to lead them le 
better things — he has suffered 
loss. The product of htB labor 
is all gone — it is burut up and 
even uo ashes is left. Now, 
while he will receive uo reward 
tor labor, yet he shall be saved, 
or permitted to share heaven, as 
though he had endured trials 
and persecutions to make the 
cross of Christ effective. 

This reward Christ shall give, 
lie promises a hundred fold to 
those who will forsake for the 
gospel cause, iu this life and iu 
the world to come everlasting 
life, and the feet of those are 
beautiful who preach the gospel 
of peace, and the fruits of their 
labors shall be as stars in their 
crown. There are many precious 
promises to encourage the laborer 
engaged in the work ot the 
Lord. 
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Stralnlng Out Gnats and 
lowing Camel*. 

This title is a scriptural ene. 
In the days of the Savior, gnats 
were hatched iu water, or out of 
water, or underwent metamor- 
phosis in water, or at least, were 
found about water. This being 
the fact, the water which the 
aristocratic and sanctimonious 
Pharisees used, often had 'gnats 
swimming on its surface, and to 
avoid being defiled by these 
little insects, they provided 
for themselves strainers and 
would carefully strain the water 
which they used to he sure that 
no gnats were left in it. 

These little insects were held 
as unclean, therefore unlit and 
dealing as food or drink. Also, 
the camel was considered an un- 
clean beast, and any one eating 
camel's flesh would defile hlm- 


tbem aa very unclean. 

In as much as these creatures 
were thus regarded, the wise 
Master drew a very apt figure to 
illustrate the manner of some 
men's lives. 

The Pharisee was very fastidi- 
ous about what he pnt in his 
mouth as food, and would strain 
and strain the water which he 
drank for fear that a little gnat, 
so small that the human eye 
could hardly detect its presence, 
would find its way into his 
stomach and defile him; but 
when it came to the moral and 
religious practices of life, he 
would greedily eat, speaking 
metaphorically, unclean things 
which were so gross that a camel 
would afford a fit comparison. 

There are inauy professing 
Christiana these days who are 
like the Pharisee— straining out 
gnats and swallowing camels : 
and even some churches are guilty 
of similar conduct. 

Some church members act as 
though their special mission in 
the church and the world is to 
find fault with other people and 
other mem hers. To them, 
brother ia too "talky," 
another has nothing to 
and is selfish; one is too 
and auother too coarse; 
this sister has this fault 
that sister that fault — and there 
is no end to the straining to get 
out the gnats that have a tend- 
ency to defile tbe religious life, 
bytheee characters, while at the 
same time they are swallowing 
camels that defile morally. 

There are oersous who act as 
though the profession of religion 
was an accommodation, instead 
of a measure to save their aouls 
from death and eternal misery, 
and they want the church and 
every thing conuected with it 
made to suit their own carnal 
natures and selfish dispositions, 
and to strain out gnats and 
swallow camelB, These are the 
character* that Jude calls clouds 
without water, and raging 
waves of the sea, foaming out of 
their own shame. 

Perfection is not tbe part of 
man ; hut if a man and a profes- 
sor ot religion gets so far along 
that he cannot eat a little poor 
bread and drink water that does 
not bear the best appearance, 
then it is time tor him to look 
carefully into his heart and see 
how pure it is. 

People are all the time strain- 
ing out goats in external person- 
al apnearance, while within there 
are great ungainly camels that 
form a part ot character. Well 
did the Savior say, "First make 
clean the inside. "A person some- 
times, will worry and medicate 
and look in the glaBB to remove 
a little pimple that came on the 
face to stay a week, because it 
does not look well, and she will 
possess an ugly habit a whole 
year and iu no way feel grieved 
about it. 

It is well enough to adorn the 
body when there is no excess, 
but it is better to adorn the soul 
and make it acceptable in the 
presence of the Sternal Father. 

Before going to the little things 
that defile, the large one should 
be tint rejected, and where 
cleanlug and beautifying is to be 
done, commence with the inside 
first — at the heart. 


The Preaching of the Samaritan 
Woman. 

The Lord's day lessons recently 
were concerning the events in 


the Savior's life that transpired 
at Jacobs Well and the adjacent 
city. One of the o bief actors in 
these occurrences is a Samaritan 
woman. 

After she met the Christ at the 
well, she returned to the city 
with an account of the interview, 
in which the stranger told her 
all the things she did in her life. 
This was remarkable, and for 
this reason she had a remarkable 
story to tell to her people. It 
was made more so by the faet 
that her company in the conver- 
sation was a Jew, when it waa 
the custom for one to have no 
dealings with the other. 

The surprised woman returned 
to tbe city and commenced to 
tell truths about tbe man she be- 
lieved was the Christ, she preach- 
ed Christ, and her preaching 
was effectual even though it is 
safe to suppose that she was a 
woman ot no marked influence, 
considering the facts given about 
her lite. The people believed 
what she said and believed that 
he was the Christ. 

Go ye into all the world and 
preach the gospel, is the mandate 
from the tongue of Jesus, and 
that, too, after be was glorified. 
No direction is given how the 
preaching shall be done, bo every 
follower is at liberty to choose 
his own way to tell the truths 
he knows about Christ and the 
gospel. 

Every one who has tasted ot 
the good things to come and the 
power of an endless lite can say 
something for Jesus, and a word 
spoken tor Jesus may bring forth 
a harvest as did the little dis- 
course by the Samaritan woman 
to her own people. 

There is not enough talk about 
Christ in these times. The week 
is almost wholly spent by the av- 
erage Christian in labor for the 
benefit of the flesh, aud wheu the 
day comes which God has 
set apart for himself, that is too 
often spent iu talking about busi- 
ness matters, farms, stock, differ- 
ent ways of making money, and 
the successes and failures of oth- 
er persons in hoarding the pos- 
sessions of this world. There is 
so little . preaching for Jesus in 
the quiet way, now, that a turn 
ought to be made in favor of 
more. It is deplorable to observe 
that there are so few, especially 
sisters, who have a message to 
tell about Jobub. It is almost 
pressed upon the considering 
mind to believe that there are 
persons who regard it an accom- 
modation to Got] and the church 
to make a profession of religion. 
They are frigid cold, ami they 
send a chill over the heart of the 
seeker for the unsearchable rich- 
es, whenever they come in con- 
tact with him. 

When the Samaritan woman 
met tbe Savior tbe earnestneea 
and the assuring character ot the 
Master's speech tilled her soul 
with zeal and gospel warmth to 
such a degree that her words 
partook of the same, and had the 
same effect upon her hearers. 

It is agonizing to hoar a pro- 
lessor of Christ talk as though 
he did not know whether he was 
going to heaven or tbe place of 
punishment ; and it is agonizing 
to see Christiana move along the 
road of life aa though they were 
going to the hangman's hill to end 
life. We should be full of zeal 
aud goipel tire and warm every 
one we come in contact with aud 
brighten their love for the Mas- 
ter, his gospel, and the home 
that is beyond the pains, tribu- 
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To Opt Agents. 

We call the attention of oar agent* and 
other* whom It may concern to the special 
offer* In thla number- There ere hun- 
dred* who should patronise u* who do not, 
and we bat of onr well wlahars to aaslsl ui a 
little In planing the paper In their hand*. 
To enable them to work more incoeaa- 
fully, w* offer a. pre ml una on each *ob- 
ecrlptlon front now nntll the end of the 
year. The agent may have the Annual or 
tracts vent to any address he wlahaa, and In 
addition to thla we will allow the usual com- 
mission to agent*. Agon la are expected to 
wild the cash with their order*. Now breth- 
ren, thla la a favorable time ot tbe year to do 
aollBltlng, and aa the paper In offered from 
now till the end of the year for 76 cents, 
with 3S sent* worth of iraeia and the usnai 
eommiialon, we think yon will be able to 
Increase our lint aeveral hundred In a abort 
llm*. 

We promise to keep the Rv a mi cunt free 
from objectionable reading, and no one need 
fear to place 11 In th* hands ot his friend or 
brother. 


NOTICE. 

Subscribers desiring their address 
changed should givs the old with 
the new address. 

See that the proper credit is print- 
ed with yeur name on yonr paper. 
This will answer as a receipt. When 
yonr subscription expires, please fa- 
vor ub with a prompt renewal. 


NOTES AND NEWS. „ 
Bro. Mallott ia delighted with 
the work iu Indiana. 

We are wailing patiently to 
hear from the Ohio 8. 8. Executive 
Committee, to see what the pro- 
gram for the convention is. 


SiBter Blotter's son, Ira, after a 
visit Ot ten days at home, is again 
at his accustomed place in this 
office. 


Bro. William Kiefer has 
changed his post office address 
from Congress, Ohio, to Pleasant 
Home, Ohio. He lives at the 
same place, but it is more con- 
venient for him to get his mail at 
tbe new office . 


Bro. Nickolson writes that he 
closed his meetings near Elk- 
port, Iowa, on the 2nd, and was 
on his way home. Five came 
•ut on the Lord's side during the 
meeting, "(rod bless the pros- 
perity of our blessed Zion." 


The arguments in the Dayton 
church property case were made 
last week, but the decision waa 
deferred by the Court. Law is a 
tedious process and uo oue knows 
when he is forced into law when 
and where he will come out. It 
is a wise teaching of the Bible 
that admonishes not to go to law 
before the world ; but sometimes 
we are required to defend our- 
selves in the law. 


Bro. Mason seems to have an 
unusual amount of expansive ca- 
pacity in doing ministerial work, 
or he would not have reached 
out to Pleasant Hill. Well that 
is right ; wherever there is a 
cause that needs assistance the 
worker should do all he can to 
render assistance. 


Bister David Kienhart, of Duf- 
field, W. Va., has donated "Mos- 
aics of Bible History," by Wil- 
Bon, to Ashland College. There 
are two handsome volumes of it, 
and it is a contribution to the li- 
brary that is appreciated. The 
management thank the sister 
for the favor. Works on theolo- 
gy and all subjects pertaining 
thereto, will be specially useful 
at some time to come, and those 
who favor the Institution with 
euch presents will benefit the 
coming ministry of the church, 
as well as the ordinary student 
of tbe College. 
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